
1. split loyalties and the mistsplitter

Author’s Note:
      Apparently eligible bonus includes content about abyss now so have this lol.

    


    
    
  “Just stay put, Qiqi, this won’t take more than”—Lumine does very quick maths (3 chambers x 3 floors x an average of 3 minutes per chamber = 27 minutes, which will round to half an hour)—“half an hour. And then we’ll go play with the finches.”



  “
  
    Jiejie
  
   promised Qiqi would get the whole day.”



  Desperation fills Lumine’s face. “Abyss is going to reset today and I haven’t done it and I really need the primogems so I can save up for a Mistsplitter.”



  “
  
    Jiejie
  
   doesn’t love Qiqi anymore; Qiqi knows Mistsplitter is for Ayaka-
  
    jie
  
  !”



  “No!!!!”



  “So Mistsplitter is for Qiqi?”



  “No—I mean—” An anguished sound escapes Lumine’s throat. Behind her, Ayaka and Ganyu curiously look on, along with their usual supports. “The Mistsplitter 
  
    is
  
   for Ayaka, but you’re still my favourite! Promise!”



  “
  
    Jiejie
  
   speedran achievements to get Ayaka-
  
    jie
  
   thrice,” Qiqi counters dully. “And three crowns.”



  “You also got three crowns?!”



  “And 
  
    jiejie
  
   pulled a whole team for Ayaka-
  
    jie
  
  .”



  “You don’t even need a team to be strong?!”



  “
  
    Jiejie
  
   never brings Qiqi into abyss anymore,” Qiqi continues, and then looks at Lumine with what can be considered a pleading expression. “
  
    Jiejie
  
   just runs in with the same eight people and comes out with a whole box of primogems and it’s not even for Qiqi.”



  “That’s because I lose all my fifty-fifty pulls to you anyway!!!!”



  “Qiqi isn’t loved anymore!”



  “I love you more than anyone here!” Lumine points aggressively to the four Pale Flame artifacts in Qiqi’s basket. “That took years to get and Archons knows how much resin,
  
     and
  
   you can solo fights.”



  Lumine gestures to the Aquila Favonia on Qiqi’s back. “And I could’ve given that to someone else but I gave it to 
  
    you
  
  .”



  Lumine pulls out Kamera photos of the two separate floating gardens in the Serenitea Pot, complete with vantage points and a finch army in each. “
  
    And
  
   I built these just for you.”



  And then Lumine’s hand slips and hundreds of photos of Qiqi spill out of her pockets.



  They stare at each other for a long moment.



  “…Mistsplitter isn’t for Qiqi.”



  “You can share!” Lumine pauses. “Besides, I’ll need you for the most important part. There’s the accursed rifthounds in floor 12 again and you’re the better healer.”



  “Qiqi is?” Qiqi asks at the same time Kokomi sputters from the back of the line, “I HEARD THAT!”



  “Yes, because you heal 
  
    and
  
   do damage at the same time. That’s why you don’t have a team, because you’re strong and can do everything.” Lumine carefully omits the fact that it’s also because twenty Adventure Ranks ago she was also too broke to level anyone else. “So don’t worry! Once abyss resets we’ll go beat floor 12 together! And once we’re done here we’ll go play with the finches!”



  “Promise?”



  “Promise.”



  “Okay. Bye, 
  
    jiejie
  
  .”



  
    What, it was that easy?
  
   Lumine hurriedly takes the win and opens the portal. “I’ll be back before you know it, promise!”



  ***



  450 primogems and one clean run later, Lumine stumbles out of the portal with her teams just as her progress resets.



  “
  
    Jiejie
  
  ?” As promised, Qiqi has been waiting patiently outside, and she now rifles through her basket for something to give the poor Traveller lying on the ground more energy.



  “Just give me…a minute. Abyss resetting immediately…hurt me more than I thought…”



  “
  
    Jiejie
  
  , if you pass out, Qiqi will carry you to Wangshu Inn herself.”



  Lumine involuntarily recalls the story of Qiqi singlehandedly delivering one Yaksha to Bubu Pharmacy, and immediately sits up, a pained smile on her face. She does 
  
    not
  
   want to find out how the little child accomplished that. “No, no, I’m perfectly fine! Let’s go!”


  
Author’s Note:everything mentioned is true lol
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2. the first great…betrayal?

Notes for the Chapter:this is very much unedited and my brain is trying to process all the content for my exam tomorrow if you see mistakes no you dont













“Where is 

jiejie 

going?” Qiqi stares suspiciously at the box of primogems Lumine is struggling to balance as she ascends the steps to the abyss. “Qiqi still doesn’t have a banner.”



Lumine freezes, caught red-handed. Slowly, she turns, trying to hide the primogems, but it’s too late. She’s been found out. Her loyalties were tested, and as it turns out, she is not a strong woman.



“I’m…saving for Sigewinne—”



“—she’s going to pull for the new pink bow,” Ganyu says from behind, clutching her new Aqua Simulacra tightly. “She hit the two-weapon pity early and doesn’t want to let it go to waste.”



“

Ganyu

.”



“

Jiejie

 doesn’t love Qiqi anymore,” Qiqi says solemnly. Oh no, here they go again. Lumine sets the box down and draws out a brand-new Aquila Favonia, presenting it to her.



“Not true! I got you another Aquila.”



“Qiqi knows it was an accident.”



Okay, so maybe it was! But it was a 1-in-10 chance of getting this sword! Almost as hard as winning the rate up!



“But it’s yours. I could’ve kept it and levelled it but I’m refining it into your original one.”



“

Jiejie

 only gives Qiqi what 

jiejie

 doesn’t want anymore.”



EH??????



“I have no idea where you’re getting these thoughts from, but I 

suffered

 in Ridge Watch for you. I’ve gone through so many teams and I still haven’t found one that will clear it in under 45 seconds. 

And

 all I got for my troubles is what you have now. And what about all that violetgrass I picked for you? And the finches I collected for you? And the first exploration rights that I always give you whenever we go to a new place?”



A pause. Then Qiqi shrugs. “

Jiejie

 is still doing abyss for something that isn’t Qiqi.”



Okay, she’s technically not wrong, but what is this guilt-tripping?!



“I promise I’ll make it up to you!” Lumine claps her hands together and bows very low. “I just really want the bow because it’s pretty. Afterwards I’ll get you a new friend and you can play and spot finches with her.”



“Promise?”



“Yes, promise. You can write it down in your notebook, and I’ll sign it so it’s very official. And you can sue me in Fontaine’s courts if I don’t do it. Or, well, you can ask Yanfei to sue me on my behalf? I actually don’t know how this works still.”



“Okay. Play hopscotch with Qiqi later.”



“Deal.”



Qiqi takes out her notebook to write the promise down, and Lumine signs the bottom of the page with a shaky hand—things will be very bad if she doesn’t bring Sigewinne home. Yanfei is downright 

terrifying

 when doing her job, but more than that, what if Charlotte gets wind of it? And then it’ll go to 

The Steambird

, and then all of Fontaine will know, and then all of Teyvat will know. And then her reputation will be gone, just like a leaf in the breeze.



Lumine shudders and passes the pencil back to Qiqi. “Okay, just wait here for me. I promise this will be fast.”



***



Over twenty attempts later, Lumine stumbles out, tears streaking down her face. “I give up,” she cries, dumping 400 primogems into the box. “12-1 is impossible! This is a nightmare and a half!”



“

Jiejie

 should bring Qiqi along,” Qiqi says. She has been waiting very patiently beside the gate, and is looking forward to playing hopscotch, even though she doesn’t know what the warm feeling inside her is.



“About that…” Lumine doesn’t know how to tell Qiqi that she 

can’t

, because Qiqi is built to tank damage, not deal abyss-level amounts of it. Time to divert attention away! “How about we go play some hopscotch first?”



Notes for the Chapter:
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3. Chief Hopscotch, at your service!

Notes for the Chapter:happy abyss reset to those who celebrate






“

Jiejie

, what are you doing?” Qiqi clambers up the steps to the entrance of and stares at the conspicuously empty box meant for Lumine’s primogems. “Qiqi thought you were waiting for Ayaka-

jie

’s rerun.”



“Ah, about that…” Lumine laughs sheepishly and looks behind her, where Neuvillette stands stoically, his cane in hand. “I may have miscalculated my expenses.”



“But you won your 50/50.”



“But I need his C1, and I have less than a month to get it. So abyss primogems are very important this time.”



“

Jiejie

 is finding excuses again.”



Ah, Qiqi is catching on to her! “I promise I’ve been setting up prayer circles for you in case I lose my 50/50!”



“Really?”



Lumine nods fervently. “Of course. I do it every time I pull on a banner! If I don’t get the rate up I’m always hoping it’s you!” 

Mostly because all my friends are pulling copies of you and I’m still stuck at C4 even though 

I’m

 the one that mains you

, she adds darkly in her head.  “So don’t worry, I’ll never forget about you.”



“But 

jiejie

 is still here because 

jiejie

 spent all her primogems getting Neuvillette and realised she’s too broke to afford another.”



Ouch. 



“We’ll be fast,” Lumine promises. “Or, well, actually, as fast as possible. I want to try using Neuvillette in abyss instead of the same few teams, so this will either end in my favour or in my tears. We’ll see!”



“Will 

jiejie

 play hopscotch with Qiqi after?”



“Sure.”



“Okay. Be fast.”



“I’ll try.” Lumine checks the timer on the abyss. “Wait…I might have read this wrongly. Why does it say that I’ve got a day left?!”



“It is not Sunday yet,” Neuvillette remarks. “Perhaps that is why.”



Lumine sits down next to Qiqi in defeat. “I was all ready to go…”



“

Jiejie

, play hopscotch with me now.” Qiqi tugs on Lumine’s arm and points to the bit of sand nearby. “Qiqi will draw it there.”



With nothing better to do (if Lumine sets foot in Fontaine again, she’s going to pick up yet another quest, and she really doesn’t have time for any more of that), Lumine agrees and follows Qiqi to the patch of sand. The numbers and boxes are quickly drawn once she helps, and Qiqi takes out a stuffed finch toy to use as their throwing pebble.



“Does Mister Neuvillette want to play?” Qiqi suddenly asks. Lumine blinks in surprise—Qiqi doesn’t usually remember names she hasn’t written down. Neuvillette, too, seems startled by the question, but regains his composure quickly.



“If you will allow me to.”



Lumine is then swiftly forgotten as Qiqi hands the stuffed finch to Neuvillette, who gamely tosses it gently over the numbers and hops forward accordingly. As she watches them play, Lumine is struck by the fact that Qiqi must remind Neuvillette of the Melusines in Fontaine. Will she and Sigewinne be good friends? Wait, that might be a good idea, one can never have too many friends…



“It appears I have lost,” Neuvillette says mildly as Qiqi passes ‘1’ first. “Congratulations on your win, Qiqi.”



“Thank you for playing with Qiqi,” Qiqi answers automatically. Lumine pats her head affectionately and asks if she wants to go another time, to which she shakes her head. “Tired.”



“Nap?” Lumine sits down and pats her lap, and Qiqi sits herself on top, curling into her embrace. “I’ll take you home later.” Once she’s asleep, Lumine looks up at Neuvillette and gives him a grateful smile. “Thanks for playing with Qiqi.”



Neuvillette nods. “She reminds me of the Melusines. I seem to have already grown fond of her.”



Lumine laughs. “She has that effect on people. Do you want to sit, or is the Chief Justice too good for the sand?”



“Actually, I think my back is already complaining. I will have to refuse.”
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